Endothelin-converting enzymes.
The putative endothelin-converting enzyme (ECE) has been the focus of intense research, both within academia and the pharmaceutical industry. Interest in ECE stems mainly from the hypothesis that development of inhibitors of ECE will provide an effective means of preventing production of endothelin in circumstances where it may play a pathogenic role. Both an aspartic and a metalloprotease have been identified that have characteristics of this putative enzyme. Evidence suggests that the metalloprotease, which is inhibited by phosphoramidon, may be the physiologically relevant converting enzyme. However, it remains to be demonstrated conclusively that any inhibitor of an ECE activity directly alters endogenous endothelin production and/or the pathogenesis of a disease condition in which endothelin is thought to play a primary role.